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ARAB REACTION TO USSR-ISRAELI CIFLOMATIC BREAK

Eomment: Typical of the editorials appearing in the Arabic
press and dealing with the diplomatic break between the USSR und
Isvrael is the following editorial by Muhammad at-Tabi'i, one of

the Arab World, appearing in the

the most prominent journalists in
21 February 1953 issue of the Egyptiar newspaper Akhbar al-‘!awm.?

Congratulaticns to the Arabs and the Arabic presc Tor rne ¢oal shoulaer
they turned to the news of the break of diplomatir relac.du:. belween the USSR
and Israel, even though some papers Spoke spineluily.

Wnile the Arabs are pleased 1o swe I:irael Lose the Tri-saisuip of the USSR,
they cannot forget, however, i1he full support rendered Iov o1 by the iqu since
1947, both in the UN duriaw the tare War, when men and wrms Trom Moscow,
Prague, and Warsnw were font L0 the Jowr Lo nelp turn the 'iis against the Arabs,

-

and in the USSR and satellits prass, wuicn ensouraged Ziomist ef“orts in the cre-

ation of Israe!.

When the el Iorael oand provided it with armed assistance

dur .y one Pal , it rot dag so hecause o o genuine desire to see a
Jewish national nom 2 UPRE 1othere; LuL, ratf ir, ils maln purnose was Lo cre-

ate & state of turm Ftatiiity throughou the Middle East, particniorly
in the Arab Stsat=s, god Tlheteoy 2ive ot stateemon of the US and the West soma-

thing (6 worry sbout.

At tasmt tome:, vtacs 0, weior Trumarn, wes the praime supporter directly re-
sponsible for the creatior o1 Icracl. Then the USSR proceed:2d ro make Isracl a
base ter Communiem in the Arab Eazt. where Communist agents and sympathizers woull
intiltrace into Jordan, Lebanon, Egyus, Syria, ste. The USSR not only permitted
but ¢ un o encour aged the Jews Yokiind the Iron Curtain to migrate to israel. It
was carcful, however, to selact these lmmigrants, making sure that they were loyal
and trained Communists. Thuis, a Comnunist Purty was organized in Isracl, a party
which pledged allegiance te Moscow,

Then tn= cold war betwzen the U5 and the USSR found 1ts way into Israel, with
each country trying to aliy 1tself with Israel. At the same time, Isrnel sougnt
to get benefits from both ceumps. Israel's shrewd playing of this game with the
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two povwers, however, fooled neither Washington nor Moscow. When both wvnt ,

the pressure on Israel to come out and state whether it wes vith the East i :
or with the West, 1t asgessed the situation and decided to swing its tull al-

legiance to the West because the headquarters for international Jewry today is f!,‘
in the US and because Israel has been living up to now on dollar donations from oo
the US.

. Thus, Israel began shifting its policy toward the West, clamping down on
the Communists, seizing their press, and openly discussing the dissolution of
the Communist Party. Consequently, the USSR realized that it had lost the cold
wvar in Israel, and the break of diplomatic relations, therefore, became a fore-
gone ceonclusion.

The purge which followed in Moscow against a group of prominent doctors,
most of whom were Jews, was not carried out because of Soviet love for the Arabs
or because the USSR was attempting to gain Arab friendship. The causes for the
purge were strictly internal and motivated by the struggle for power among the
Soviet leaders, particularly between Malenkov and Beria.

Then, as a result of the purge, Israeli reaction was expressed by widespread
anti-Soviet activities and by Sharett's strongly worded anti-Moscow speech, which
was published by the Israeli press. This was followed by the bomd explogion in
the USSR legation in Tel-Aviv, which ceused the USSR to sever its relations with
Israel.

The material results of the break are as follows:®

1. The campaign against the 2 million Jews behind the Iron Curtain will
increase.

2. The Jews, who control the media of world propaganda, particularly in
the US, will start an anti-Soviet campaign as they did before ngainst Hitler and
Nazism. This campaign betweer the Jews and the USSR will draw World War III nearer.

3. Israel has lost its bargaining power with the West, because ir .o no
longer threaten to join the East, and therefore it 1§ pow for. =i (€ 30 lept the
dictates of the West.

4. The Arab states, if they play their cards correctly, «an benef:t from
this situation and increase the:rr pbargaining power with the We st against Israel
and at the sawe time realine many of their ctner aspirations.
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